guild &

L ﬂﬂﬂ‘ﬂﬂ
\ gy

Hous®




Identify Problem:

Materials needed:

Exercise:

Identify SKkill:

Source:

Build a House Activity

Students need to learn how to work out problems when
working with other people. This activity will demonstrate
and teach them how to problem solve while working with
others.

Markers and poster paper

Put participants in small groups of 3-5. Give each group a
piece of large poster paper and one marker. Ask them to
close their eyes and picture their dream house. Tell them to
think about its structure, size, location, etc. Ask them to do
this silently. Tell participants that their task is to draw their
dream house. The problem is, they only have one piece of
paper and one marker. They must draw just one house on
the paper. Each person gets to draw one line at a time, then
has to pass the marker to the next person. This activity is to
be completed without talking. Participants may ask you to
define “one line” for them. Refrain from doing this.

At the end of the time allocated for drawing, tell groups
they can now talk, and have them discuss how it went for a
couple of minutes. This will get loud and rowdy. Ask
groups to finish their conversations. Have each group hold
up their drawing, or put them all on a wall.

Did any of you get your dream house?

How is this like working in a group (class, family, friends
or sports) that is trying to make a decision and reach goals?
How hard was this to work together to come to a mutual
goal?

What can this teach us about problem solving?
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