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How Can We?

This will help students obtain input from all members of a
small group on a problem issue.

Paper and pencils

First you will divide groups into 3-5 people. Then you will
write a problem or issue to be dealt with on the board. The
problem is stated by using the words “How can

we 7 i.e. how can we get teachers to
listen to us? Or, how can we get more involvement in our
fund raiser?

Then each person will brainstorm on paper all the possible
ideas he/she can think of. These papers are gathered up and
given to another small group (group 1 receives group 2’s
ideas group 2 receives group 3’s ideas, etc.) Each group
will read each idea slowly out loud and give each idea a
rating from 1-5, 1 being low and 5 being high. Ratings are
then tabulated and a group report is prepared. Each group
then shares its best idea. You could also write these on the
board and discuss each one.

Discussion is during the game as students read their top
responses. Discuss each group response with the rest of the
group. You can also ask the following questions:

How do you feel about sharing your ideas this way?

Do the ideas represent the best thinking of the group?

What other ways might we solve this problem/issue?
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